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formal proposal and the Tsar said he would regard such
a match with favour.

Prince Alexander was thirty years of age in December,
1918, and it was important for the Karageorgievitch
dynasty that he should soon find himself a wife and
obtain an heir. Thoughts of marriage did not naturally
occupy his mind very much, but Pashitch was insistent.
His father's advice must be sought. But King Peter
had not returned to Belgrade.

King Peter did not take part in the campaign of
1918, nor did he make a state entry into his recovered
capital. He remained behind in Greece and grew a
long white beard. It was only in September, 1919^
that he returned to Serbia, first going to an hotel at
Arangelovats and then slinking into Belgrade practically
unobserved. He would not live in the old palace
because he preferred to think that he was not a king
any more. People saw him in the street and did not
recognize him. He had a calm and benign face and
looked like a saint. Two years of rest and peace had
smoothed away the lines of care from his old face.
But then he cut off his flowing beard because his people
knew him better without it. He went to live in a villa
on the hill of Topchider, a few miles from Belgrade, and
he lived there to the end. His voice was heard occasion-
ally, criticizing this and that, but he took no real part in
affairs of state.

Father and son did not live together as might have
been expected. But the Karageorgievitches are not a
clan. They rarely gather in numbers under the same
roof. The larger family feeling does not exist. Prince
Arsene, King Peter's brother, elects to live in Paris,
avoids Serbia. Alexander's sister Elena lives in volun-
tary exile in Switzerland, Alexander and George were
not reconciled* King Peter went away to live by him-
self at Topchider. The only relative who remained
comparatively intimate with Alexander was Prince Paul.

Prince Paul was left behind at Geneva when the other